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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Alvarez, Winthrop, Thompson & Smoak, P.A. is Pleased to Announce A Defense Verdict 

Tampa, FL (September 2022) –  Congratulations to the AWTSPA transportation defense trial team 

of Bill Smoak, Chance Arias and John Stiffler, who through hard work, successfully obtained a 

defense verdict yesterday in Lee County, Florida. Our firm is proud to have each of them as 

members of our Commercial Transportation Trial Team. From Bill Smoak: "Well it took 6 years 

and nearly 6 hours of, what sounded spirited at times, jury deliberation, but justice was obtained 

for our commercial transportation client. The case involved a tragic 3-vehicle tractor trailer 

accident that cost a Collier County Sheriff his life and affected so many. I’m thankful for the 

members of the community that stepped up so many years later to tell the truth about what really 

happened out on I-75 that early morning. We could not have accomplished this result without the 

thorough work of Don Fournier and his team at J.S. Held LLC. I’m especially proud of the always 

tireless work of my partner Chance Arias and associate John Stiffler. It’s on to the next commercial 

transportation trial in Jacksonville in a week. 

#transportation #trial #triallawyers 

 


